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Why Words?
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”

1. The precision of words to reveal the details of our hearts - Matthew 12:33-37




2. The power of words to convey God’s truth – John 1:1  “I fear we are not getting rid of God, because we still believe in grammar.”  Friedrich Nietzsche




3. The persistence of words to outlive experiences.  Luke 16:19-30




Questions to ponder – Review Matthew 12:33-37
1.  Think about the words you use (verbal, written, facebook, etc.). What do they reveal about your heart?


2.  Are you dedicating yourself to harnessing the power of words in your life?  How or how not?



3.  Do some research online on some of the other religious books (The Koran, Book of Mormon, etc.) and see how they compare to the Bible.  What did you find?




“And yet, Christianity is a religion of words, a religion of the Book.  Like the Reformers, we too must not accommodate to a visually or experientially oriented culture in the interest of marketing success, but must pour all of our energies into a word-centered community, however out of step with contemporary society that may be.”  Michael Horton
God acts/God speaks
“Actions speak louder than words”
 “Here is the biblical mode of revelation: the revealing acts of God in history, accompanied by the interpreting prophetic word which explains the divine source and character of the divine acts.  Deeds-words; God acts-God speaks; and the words explain the deeds.  The deeds could not be understood unless accompanied by the divine word; and the word would seem powerless unless accompanied by the mighty works.  Both the acts and the words are divine events, coming from God.  In fact it would be better to speak of the revealing deed-word event, for the two belong together and form an inseparable unity.”  George Eldon Ladd
The Exodus – 

The establishment of Israel –

The warnings, judgment and restoration of Israel and Judah –

The Messiah and the establishment of the early church - 

Nehemiah 8:18 – “He read from both of the law of God daily, from the first day to the last day.”

Ezra 7:10 – “For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances to Israel.”  

Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 and the restoration of Israel in 1948
“It is not so much the Jews who made the Bible as the Bible which made the Jews.”  A Short History of the World by H. G. Wells (author  of The Time Machine, The Invisible Man and The War of the Worlds)
Questions to Ponder – Try to get an overview of the Bible by either doing research online or looking at the introductions of each book in a study Bible.
1.  Are you allowing God’s Word to help interpret your life for you?  How can you improve?


2.  When God performs something important in your life, do you take the time to record and remember it with words?  If so, what you record?  If not, give it a try.


3. How is the deed/word working in your life?  Is God’s Word necessary to explain anything that you are doing or can it all be explained by human words?  Put a passage of Scripture into action this week.


Sui Generis – "Once upon a time …" or "In the beginning?"
“No book has been of greater influence on the development of Western Civilization than the Bible.  It is the foundational text of Judaism and Christianity and is accepted as divinely inspired Scripture by Islam.”  The Biblical World by Jean-Pierre Isbouts
“Simply put, the Bible is the most influential book ever written.  Not only is the Bible the best-selling book of all time, it the best-selling book year after year.”  David Van Biema (Time magazine 4/2/2007)
1.  Our miraculous world - God’s Word is at the heart of science. 

“Evolutionist since have freely admitted that the origin of gender and sexual reproduction still remains one of the most difficult problems in biology.”  Phillip Kitcher
“Sex is the queen of problems in evolutionary biology.”  Graham Bell
Genesis 1:22, 27
Water?

Psalms 34:3

“You don’t have to be afraid to look into a microscope (or what they will dig up) because the Bible will support everything that you see.”  Del Tackett

The Problem of Irreducible Complexity 

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.”  Charles Darwin

Unlocking the Mysteries of Life DVD

2.  History is His Story
“From this point onward one of our most valuable sources of information is the Bible.  Alone among the “little peoples” who sweated under the Babylonian yoke, Israel and Judah have left us chronicles of such dramatic power that through them we almost live through those terrible years ourselves.  For the purpose of this story, however, it will help if we forget for a moment that the Bible is a religious work.  Try to imagine that you are reading it for the first time as a work of history: a work which confirms the chronicles on those baked-clay tablets which archaeologists have found in the Land of the Two Rivers.”  Land of the Two Rivers by Leonard Cottrell
Cradle of Civilization – Genesis 2:10-14

“No civilization existed anywhere on the earth’s surface before 3000 BC.  Only then did one develop, first in Mesopotamia, a little later in Egypt.”  Cradle of Civilization – Time/Life book

Sumerians – around 2000 BC, Ur - Genesis 11:31 cemetery at Ur; Abraham – Genesis 17:5 
Egypt – mentioned 625 times in the Bible; represented worldliness; Nursery Exodus 1:5 and Numbers 1:46 425 years
Babylonians – 1750 BC Law Code of Hammurabi
Jericho – Joshua 6
Assyrians – King Hezekiah and Sennacherib
II Kings 18:13 – 19:36; Isaiah 36 - 39
Neo – Babylonians – Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel; Daniel 3 & 4
Medes/Persians – Belshazzar, Daniel and Cyrus (lived around 585-529 BC)
Daniel 5;   II Chron. 36:22,23; Ezra; Isaiah 44:28; 45:1 (Isaiah wrote this 739-686 BC); Daniel 1:21; 6:28; 10:1
Greeks – language, Septuagint and NT; Diaspora
Romans –  Augustus Caesar - Luke 2:1 (ruled 27 BC – August 19, 14 AD), Herod the Great – Matthew 2:1-19; Luke 1:5, (ruled 37 BC – 4 BC) , Herod Phillip (ruled 4BC – 34 AD) and Herod Antipas (ruled 4BC – 39 AD) – Luke 3:1, 19; 13:31-33; 23:7-12, Matthew 14:3-12, Mark 6:14-29  Agrippa I (Herod Agrippa ruled from 37 AD – 44 AD) – Acts 12:1, 20-24 and Agrippa II (ruled Acts 25:13-27; 26:1-32), Pontius Pilate (ruled 26 – 36 AD) – Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 3:1; 13:1; 23

Questions to Ponder – Choose one area or topic that you want to research further.  It can be something dealing with the theory of evolution or some archaeological research (the flood, ancient civilizations, etc.)
1.  Does the Bible contradict science or the theories of the “scientific community”?  (Discuss the video)


2.  What about miracles?  Do they diminish the credibility of the Bible?  What makes something miraculous?  If something miraculous happens all the time, is it any less of a miracle?


3.  How do you feel about the scientific and historical reliability of the Bible?  Do you have any questions?

The History of the Bible
 “It is not the right human thoughts about God which form the content of the Bible but the right divine thoughts about men.”  Karl Barth
The autographs –   II Timothy 3:16; Matthew 23:35; canon Genesis 4:8 and II Chron. 24:21

The Pipeline

Scribes – Deuteronomy 17:18-20; II Samuel 8:15-17; Jeremiah 36:26; Scribe mentioned 51 times in the OT

Exegesis vs. Eisigesis


Your response
1.  Commitment – Martin Luther led the reformation on October 31, 1517 under the banner of “Sola Scriptura.”  The church had added all these additional practices and doctrines to the Word.  Now, we are in a time where we are not adding, but subtracting from the Word.  We pick and choose what we would like to believe in the Word.  Are you willing to respond to the challenge of “tota Scriptura”?


2.  Convergence –It took 3500 years and millions of dedicated lives for us to have this Book in our hands.  May the baton not be dropped in this generation due to trivial distractions. Are you willing to have the Word at the center of your life and remove the things that take you away from that center?


3.  Conversation – We talk about everything under the sun, BUT about the Lord and His Word even in Christian circles.  Are you willing to become more “fluent” in your ability to know the Word and talk about it?


4.  Context – Are you willing to take the time to understand the Word in its context?  Are you willing to let the Word of God create the context for all that you do and the way that you live?


Coram Deo:
“What a person thinks about God’s Word in reality reflects what a person thinks about God.”  John MacArthur
